Jon and Stephan’s good and bad site choices and why

www.dli.com
-simple, intuitive navigation

-no overly flashy effects

-no pop-ups

-enough “white space”

-not too many options, no easy way to get lost

--frame stays on top``

http://www.westking.ac.uk/mole/Site.asp?Site=1
(NB this site is part of the Westminster Kingsway College intranet for ESOL learners – it is primarily for use for learners who are new to computers (and English))

-good and “bad” aspects (bad if you consult webpagesthatsuck.com)

the good

-accessible to IT and language novices

-limited options once you are in a room: forward/backwards

-no “gimmicky” effects

-no pop-ups

http://www.loot.com
-overly commercial (pop-ups, etc.)

-too much information

-not enough search or organizational options of the user in order to simplify the classification of info.

http://www.epals.com
-same problems as above but perhaps more of an issue because the site purports to be for educational purposes.

-log-in on middle right of page

IOE HTML tutorial sites

#3

http://www.ioe.ac.uk/scitech/Staff/TB/duim/websites/3/Building%20a%20web%20page.htm#changetext
good- simple to use and efficient, all links on same page

bad- “book under glass”, not exciting, doesn’t take advantage of the medium it’s on

#4

http://www.ioe.ac.uk/scitech/Staff/TB/duim/websites/4/index.htm
bad

- bugs bunny allusion not carried through in the text, no obvious connection to text or content

- instructions not clear enough, idea of roll-over to show html/final page is good but not clearly labeled

· no clear task structure; strange since there is not that much to be done

· too many font sizes and types, needs clearer organization 

· no distinction between tasks, input and review

· no clear reason behind formatting choices – why are some words bolded and others not?

· No clear division of tasks within a lesson, could use tables or borders between sections

Good- Assessment is nice, short and simple w/immediate feedback

#5

http://www.ioe.ac.uk/scitech/Staff/TB/duim/websites/5/default.htm
best one of the lot:

-great and efficient five-page design


-clean start page, one click and you’re in


-tutorial page has short intro, nice “map”, clean layout (in tables) for individual lessons


-3rd page for glossary (FAQ), linked to from points on 2nd page


-4th page that gives “yes” and “no” feedback for the ONE task

Overall copy/language and “navigation” is consistent with context (and funny, with the pirates on the fifth page…)

Bad

-5th page is horrible!  Or maybe incomplete?

