Design and Use of Interactive Multimedia

Session 3 - What makes an effective learning website/interactive multimedia resource
?

Tutor: Aileen Earle

The characteristics that make up a 'good'  website are not necessarily those that are needed for an effective learning website. 

 In this session, students will be encouraged to consider what constitutes an effective learning website.  In doing so, they will address the following issues in small groups:

1. What is effective learning?

2. What is the role of models of learning and pedagogical theory in deciding what is effective learning?

3.  What are the characteristics of effective (and bad) learning websites?

4. How do these differ from the characteristics of good, non-educational websites?

The second part of the session will pull together the contributions of the groups.  The tutor will then round it up by examining the role of pedagogical theory in the design of learning systems and ICT-based resources. 

Pre-session work

Before the session, students should surf the Internet (or examine their Favorites or bookmarks, or use examples of software they use in their teaching) to find examples of effective (and less effective) learning websites - one of each.  They should bring the URLs to the session and be prepared to discuss with colleagues why they classify the websites as they do, and what criteria they are using for defining effective learning.  I attach a photocopy of the first chapter of Carnell, E. and C. Lodge (2002). Supporting Effective Learning. London, Paul Chapman Publishing, which might offer you a first step in thinking about effective learning.  However, it should be stressed that there are many different ways of looking at learning - and you are encouraged to use your own, favorite learning model to help you identify criteria.  
You can find examples of web-based courses/resources at: World Lecture Hall 

http://www.utexas.edu/world/lecture/

� Henceforth I will only talk about learning websites, but this includes other forms of interactive multimedia software. So, for 'learning website', read ' learning website/interactive multimedia resource.'





