Design and Use of Interactive Multimedia

Session 3 - What makes an effective learning website/interactive multimedia resource.

Work in groups of three or four.

Time
Activity

25 mins
All students share with their colleagues those websites that were either selected as effective or ineffective, stating why they evaluated them to be such.  Each student should attempt to 

· list 3 criteria used to judge a website as effective (from a learning perspective)

· list 3 criteria used to judge a website as ineffective (from a learning perspective)

· explain if/how pedagogical theory was used to develop the criteria for an in/effective learning website.

25 mins
As a group, pull together a list of:

· 5 features of effective learning sites

· 5 features of ineffective learning sites

Then discuss the role of pedagogical theory in helping you evaluate these sites.  You may find answering the following questions helpful:

· Did you use a single learning model in developing your assessment criteria?

· Did you not consciously use any learning model, but relied on experience/intuition?

· Did you use a mix of learning models?

· How far did your beliefs about teaching and learning influence the criteria you used?

Discuss the extent to which the criteria for effective learning websites differ from those for non-educational websites.  List 3 ways.

Select the websites that you found most effective/ineffective (one of each) to share with the larger group.

20 mins 
A selected spokesperson for each group should present to the whole group (maybe using Powerpoint) for about 5 minutes.

· Group's least effective learning site and why it was judged to be so bad.

· Group's most effective learning site and why it was judged to be so bad.

· 5 features of effective learning sites

· 5 features of ineffective learning sites

· Role of learning theory in developing criteria of in/effective learning styles

· Extent to which you agreed/disagreed with each other on selective on criteria

· 3 ways in which learning websites differ from non-educational ones

� It may be that if you hold different models of learning, you will disagree as to the features of in/effective learning sites.





