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Comparison of database packages for set criteria.

Criteria
Access vs Information Workshop

1.To teach technical skills in using software.
Access provides a much more detailed level of database design and manipulation.  Together with facilities to view the relationship between tables and fields.  This will allow for a more detailed and technical teaching and understanding to take place.

2.To teach about their use in vocational and other outside contexts.
Information Workshop is easier to relate to for those with limited technical knowledge and experience

3.To help learners to use data retrieval systems for everyday practical uses.
Information Workshop has a very intuitive query system which will allow users to retrieve the required information easily. The system will also allow for pictures and sound to be easily incorporated into the database.

4.To equip learners to use software in other contexts.
Access, due to its higher specification, allows for more customisation to meet the needs of users in a more varied range of situations.  Access also provides commonality across the Microsoft office application package range, this will facilitate that users of Access will find their way around other applications more easily. 

5.To understand the concepts associated with databases.
Initially the basic concepts of fields, data types, records, etc could be easily introduced using Information Workshop, with more detailed concepts such as multiple tables, keys, detailed reporting, external linking could be demonstrated and taught by using Access.

6.To develop learners’ thinking – cognitive development.
Information Workshops demands less technical expertise from the learner and allows for greater thinking time at the basic level. As a learner develops they could then move on to Access which will challenge them more technically.

15/10/01

