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Evaluation of Information Workshop (Green Level) and MS Access

Information Workshop appears easier to use with regards to early secondary pupils. At green level the program automatically provides you with a “wizard” of sorts. Through the system of dialogue boxes, it is a much more directed procedure than Access. You are able to use a simple or advanced file setup and you are then asked to provide information about your datafile including how many fields you require. The next stage is to create the fields. The only problem we had was in creating a field with the data type “number”. We were unable to enter more than 8 digits and the number could not begin with “0”. The solution was to have this particular field (“Contact Number”) as Text. 

In searching for records, this level gave the user different search options e.g. “the same as” and “not the same as”, but searching for multiple fields was not possible. To sort the records was fairly easy by clicking on the menu icon (eyes). We were able to sort by any field, ascending or descending.

Access seemed a little more complicated to learn. You are given two ways of creating the records (e.g. blank database and the wizard). Access also automatically saves the database even before the records are created. In creating a new table you are given 5 options, all of which are briefly explained.  There are more options available when creating fields than in Information Workshop, but this can make the process seem  more complicated than it actually is. On the whole though, it is well organised and presented. However, we encountered the same problem as in Information Workshop in that the data type for “Contact Number” had to be Text to allow the number to begin with “0”. Access did, however, allow more than 8 digits to be entered when the data type selected was “number”. 

To sort the records, all we needed to do was right click on the appropriate field, and choose ascending or descending, and the records would be sorted. Querying was a lot more difficult – it wasn’t as obvious as in Workshop. 

The main difference is that Workshop is flat file only, and Access can be relational (if specified).

We found that Workshop was more user-friendly for pupils learning the basics of databases, however, Access would need to be taught as the subject progressed. 

