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Introduction

Many software titles are now available on CD-ROM or compact disk read-only memory. CD-ROMs are similar to audio CDs; they store digital information optically and cannot be modified (read-only). Computers that are fitted with CD-ROM drives and sound devices are known as multimedia PCs or MPCs. The term multimedia means that these computers are capable of presenting information in many forms – text, graphics, sound, animation and video. CD-ROM is an ideal storage medium for multimedia, because graphics, sound and video clips take up large amounts of storage space. CD-ROMs can store about 650 megabytes of data, the equivalent of over 400 high density floppy disks. Not all CD-ROMs are multimedia, some contain just text and/or graphics.

At the Institute

Most of the CD-ROMs available at the Institute are reference tools, including encyclopaedias, atlases, other educational ‘books’ and newspapers. This type of CD-ROM usually has searching and browsing facilities for easy access to information, and also hypermedia links for cross-referencing. Some text and picture CD-ROMs are also available. Some of the computing services’ collection of CD-ROMs are available on the student NT network.  The remainder can be found in the IT Resources Centre, Level 3, where they can be viewed on a multimedia PC by arrangement. 
Examples of CD-ROMs on the student network

1. 
Changing Times

Description:


Covers 200 years of history (1785-1985) providing both commentary text on historic events and articles from the Times. You can select and search articles by themes, by dates, by influcencers of the world, view photographs and look at events in chronological order.

To start:

Start ( Programs ( Schools Software ( History ( Changing Times

2. 
The Making of the United Kingdom

Description:

A large collection of original source material for the period 1500 to 1750 covering crowns, Parliaments and people. Records can be picture records – contain pictorial representations of books, manuscripts, artifacts, etc. or document records – containing transcripts or modern version of written documents.

NOTE: Slow to start up on the network

To start:

Start ( Programs ( Schools software ( History ( Making of UK

3. 
Window on the World

Description:


Contains a wealth of information (as well as games and multimedia material) all about the exciting world of Earth Observation. It is written in HTML (thus simulating a web site - without the need for an internet connection)

To start:

Start ( Programs ( Schools Software ( CDROMs ( Window on the World

4. 
Sherston Secondary Clip Art

Description:


Offers a range of clip art that can be copied to clipboard and pasted into any document. Clip art subject areas include: geography, science, technology, history and human culture.

To start:

Start ( Programs ( Schools Software ( Multimedia ( Secondary Clip Art

5. 
HyperStudio

Description:


Used to create your own multimedia reports, project and presentations.

To start:

Start ( Programs ( Schools Software ( Multimedia ( HyperStudio

Examples of CD-ROMs available at the library reference section

1. 
Encarta99

Description:


An interactive, multimedia encyclopedia offering a rich resource of information, education and entertainment. Over 28,000 articles

To start:

Start ( Programs ( Microsoft Reference ( Encarta99 Encyclopedia 

2. Getting Started with Word97, 

Getting Started with Excel97, 

Getting Started with Powerpoint97

Description:


These titles are interactive tutorials on the most popular Microsoft applications. 

To start:

Instructions on CDROM cover

3. 
Microsoft Art Gallery

Description:


Collection of art of the National Gallery, London, with vivid colour, animation and sound.

To start:

Start ( Programs ( Microsoft Multimedia ( Microsoft Art Gallery

4. 
Encarta World Atlas

Description:


Comprehensive world atlas with realistic 3D maps.

To start:

Start ( Programs ( Microsoft Reference ( Encarta World Atlas 98

Printing text from Changing Times

Text has to be saved first even though the option to print is offered. To save text from the Changing Times, click on the output button. Click on the File box, then enter a filename: n:anyname to save to the network, a:anyname to save on a floppy disk. You can also select the range of pages to be saved. Click on the output button – the text will be saved. The file can then be loaded into a word processor as described above.

Saving or printing a picture from the Changing Times
With the picture displayed full-screen, click on the output button. You will be asked to enter a filename – type n:anyname.pcx where anyname can be whatever you want (up to eight characters). Press enter to save the picture. Replace n: with a: if you want to save the picture on a floppy disk. The PCX suffix is useful because this indicates the file format to other programs you might use to view it. You will be able to load the picture into Paintbrush, after selecting PCX in the List Files of Type box. The picture can be imported into Word for Windows using Picture from the Insert menu. You may need to enlarge the picture in Word before printing: select the picture by clicking on it, then drag on one of the corner handles. Printing pictures of this type takes longer than usual (several minutes) – you will need to be patient!

